
   

After the meeting  

please joins us a 

Purdues for 

lunch. 
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March 10, 2018 at 900am 

 You  can pay your dues anytime now, 

they are still only $20:00 
 

please give cash/check to our treasurer: 

Or Send To:Letr iana Cantrell 

311 Arnold Rd. 

East Peoria, IL. 61611 

 Directions 

   .From Peoria, take I-74 east onto I-55 south to-

wards Lincoln. Exit I-55 at Rt. 9 onto Tremont and 

turn left on south Sampson St. The center is located 

in the second block on the left. 

    From Pekin take Rt. 9 east towards Tremont. After 

entering town look for S. Sampson. Turn Rt. And the 

center is located in the second block on the left. 
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I just love this club. When I  asked for  volunteers to help Mary 

Hoehne , she is having a total shoulder replacement,  I received a 

great response. For the people who were not at the meetings I will 

again ask for anyone  willing to help. Her surgery will be in 

March sometime and we will be needing volunteers to help clean 

out  the pond and catch  the baby fish. Which of coarse will de-

pend on the weather. After that we can set up a list of when she 

will need help cleaning out her skimmer. It won’t take long to 

clean out  but she will be unable to do this probably all summer. I 

think it is fitting that we do this for one of our own members. If 

you would like to be on this list, email me at  

Clarke.jl@comcast.net.  

 

I hope you noticed the pond picture in the last newsletter. If you 

would please send me a photo of your pond I would gladly add it 

as well. Please  email it or text it to 309-3700460. 

 

Yes we are having a pond tour on July 14-15 and we need 

ponds and volunteers. Call me and let me put your pond on 

the tour. It is more fun than you think and you will  probably have 

your pond and yard done by then anyway. Help the club out. We 

really need your help! 
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-  

Important Pond Temperatures in Spring 

Spring is a critical season for your pond, especially with regards to pond temperatures and koi 
and goldfish. After a long winter of cold water temperatures, not eating and sometime less than 
ideal water quality, koi and goldfish are susceptible to parasites and bacteria. During the winter 
months when water temperatures are below 40 F (4.5 C), koi and goldfishes’ metabolisms slow 
right down and their immune systems are dormant. Luckily, pretty much everything else in the 
pond is dormant during the winter, including the ‘bad’ disease causing bacteria such as Aer-
omonas / Pseudomonas as well as many common parasites. 

Aeromonas Alley 

Once the ice melts from the pond and the water begins to warm up in the spring, begins a critical 
and potentially dangerous time period for fish. This spring ‘danger zone’ is often referred to as 
‘Aeromonas Alley’ which is when the pond temperatures are between 50 F (10 C)and 65 F (18 
C). As the pond temperature reaches 50 F (10 C) these bad bacteria begin to grow and multiply 
in the pond much faster than the fishes’ immune system. In fact fishes’ immune systems are only 
working at 50% efficiency when the water temperature is 65 F (18 C). To make things worse, 
many common parasites such as Costia, Chilodinella, Trichodina and Flukes also begin to rapid-
ly grow at the same time. 

If you cleaned your pond properly last fall, this greatly increases the chances that your fish will 
be fine. Many parasites and bacteria thrive in ponds with lots of sludge and organic matter at the 
left in the bottom. 

https://www.pondexperts.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/koi-pond-temperatures.jpg
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If  you notice any signs of  stress or unusual behaviour with your 
fish, try to take a close look at them. If  any of  your fish have a 
parasite or bacterial infection, treat immediately. If  you catch an 
infection at an ear ly stage, there is a much greater chance of  suc-
cessfully treating it .  Some signs of  bacterial infection are –  ulcers 
(red sores), red streaks in in fins and on body, fin rot or mouth 
rot. Signs of  parasite infections are –  white spotsWatch Fish 

Closely for Signs of  Stress 

 on fins and body, a greyish film patches on body, excess mucous/slime coat on 
fish, fins clamped close to body. Treat with KnockOut, Pond Rid Ich or Microbe 
Lift Broad Spectrum Disease Control, these are safe to use in water temperatures 
are above 50 F. 

Impor tant Pond Temperatures 

 40 F (4.5 C) and below – very little activity in the pond 
 48 F (9 C) – Aeromonas – ulcer causing bacteria become active and multiply 
 50 F (10 C) – Costia – a common pond parasite begins to reproduce quickly. 

Flukes are slowly reproducing. 
 50 F (10 C) – Nitrosomonas a good bacteria in your pond and filter that con-

vert Ammonia into Nitrite become active 
 50-55 F(10-13 C) – Koi and goldfish should have ‘awakened’ and begin to 

feed. Their immune system is starting to work again. Start using cold water 
bacteria to jump seed filters with good bacteria 

 58 F (14.5 C)– Nitrobacter the good bacteria that converts Nitrite into Nitrate 
in your pond is becoming active 

 60-64 F (15-17.5 C)– Other parasites become active (Ich, Trichodina and Chil-
lodonella) 

 65 F (18 C)– Fishes’ immune systems are getting stronger – up to 50% of full 
strength and can fight off most typical bacterial and parasites in the pond if wa-
ter quality is good. 

 
This was printed from the pond experts web page 

http://www.pondexperts.ca/products-koi-pond/#!/Knockout-Fish-Parasite-Medication-8-oz/p/2635565/category=661205
http://www.pondexperts.ca/products-koi-pond/#!/Kordon-Pond-Rid-Ich-Plus-16-oz/p/22024257/category=661205
http://www.pondexperts.ca/products-koi-pond/#!/Broad-Spectrum-Disease-Control-16-oz-by-Microbe-Lift/p/46464626/category=661115
http://www.pondexperts.ca/products-koi-pond/#!/Broad-Spectrum-Disease-Control-16-oz-by-Microbe-Lift/p/46464626/category=661115


 5 

Prairieland Koi and Pond Society 
General Meeting Minutes 

Saturday February 10, 2018 
9:00 – 9:55 a.m. 

 
Attendance:  30 people in attendance. 
 
Location: Illinois Central College (ICC), Hor ticulture Lab, East Peor ia, IL  
 
Meeting: Our featured speaker  was Genny Gibbs, who presented a slide show “Going Beyond the Stand-
ard Repetitive Plants We Put in Our Midwest Ponds – Think Outside the Box”. She provided us with a 
handout of 27 different plants not common to ponds, bogs, or wet places in our yards. This list of Palustris 
perennials is included at the end of the minutes. Genny informed us that the word ‘Palustris’ means water-
loving. Her slides contained pictures of each plant on the list and she provided us with information on propa-
gation, overwintering, how to plant them, whether they are zoned for our area, are they considered to be annu-
als or perennials, which growing conditions suit each species, the types and colors of flowers, if any, whether 
or not they have invasive tendencies in our area, and leave and frond shapes. Most of these plants should not 
be submerged like water lilies, some like to be planted in pots and have their feet wet, or in wet bogs (Swamp 
Sunflower), while others would do well in floating islands. For pots that go into the ponds, she does not rec-
ommend potting soil but the use of pea gravel and support sticks (New Guinea Impatiens, Cannas, and Cal-
las). Marsh milkweed is similar to the native dry land milkweed and has the added bonus of attracting butter-
flies to the pond. Some like full sun (mostly flowering varieties like Swamp Sunflower), and others tolerate 
shadier conditions (Forget-me-not, Joyweed, Blue Lyme grass). One of the more interesting ones that I have 
never considered are the ferns. Genny recommended not putting ferns real deep in the pond, maybe some-
where that gets their feet (roots) wet, then dry them out periodically. Some members have ferns lining the 
streams of their ponds. She told us that these plants are listed in catalogs for Koi ponds, so it is assumed they 
are not harmful to the fish. Genny told us that Papyrus is usually propagated by seeds but if you trim some of 
the seed-filled fronds and place them upside-down in water, you may get them to germinate and propagate 
faster that way. Jeannie Clarke told us she thought that both elephant ears and calla lilies are considered to be 
harmful to fish, but other pond club members have used them. Perhaps the juice of the tuber or the leaves con-
tain the harmful substances, like oxalic acid in elephant ears. Genny encouraged us to experiment with trans-
planting plants from our yards to our ponds to see what works. She also informed us that she will be retiring 
from ICC on March 1, 2018, but still plans to remain active with her plant and pond activities. 
 
Jeannie informed us that Mary Hoehne will be having shoulder surgery and will need help in cleaning out her 
pond this spring. A sign-up sheet was passed around asking for volunteers. Jeannie stressed that it was im-
portant for us all to take care of our fellow club members and not leave the work solely up to the board mem-
bers.  
 
Greg Cantrell told us about new pond products that will be available to the club. The first is Aqua Medzyme 
which is used to control pseudomonas and aeromonas and help with open-wound lesions on fish. The cost 
will be $35, but it lasts a long time. Jeannie told us that humans can get the bacterial infections as well. The 
second item is powdered bacteria that is already packeted so you can put the whole packet in the skimmer, no 
pre-mixing or measuring necessary. 
 
Jeannie announced we will be having a pond tour this year and asked for volunteers. We have about 4 or 5 
ponds already lined up but would like to have more. She reminded us that it is a good way to show off your 
pond, connect with new people both inside and outside of PKPS, and see different kinds of ponds from small 
to large. Call Jeannie to volunteer, her cell number is: 309-370-0460. Jeannie also asked members to suggest 
meeting subjects, tour ideas, and any other items that may be of interest to the club. She asked if anyone had 
lost fish over this winter, especially since the temperatures were so cold for extended periods of time. Jeannie 
doesn’t know if she has lost any fish since her pond was still frozen over except for a hole made by the light 
bulb pond de-icer. Larry Zehr brought in a beautiful baby koi, Lulu, for us to see. She is a pretty platinum and 
orange 
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color with a scattering of sparkly scales along her dorsal and lateral sides. Patty and Mick said that their bog is 
overrun with cattails and asked if there was a way to remove them. No one could offer any method other than 
pulling them out by hand. 
 
Our next general meeting will be held at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 10, at the Tremont Community Center. 
See you there! 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Deb Palmquist 
  
Secretary 
 
 

PALUSTRIS PERENNIALS (& OTHERS…) 
POND PLANTS 

Genny Gibbs 
 
1.   Swamp Sunflower 
2.   Scarlet Swamp Hibiscus 
3.   Bunchberry 
4.   New Guinea Impatiens 
5.   Leopard Plant, Ligularia dentate 
6.   Cardinal Flower, Lobelia cardinalis 
7.   Skunk Cabbage, Symplocarpus foetidus 
8.   Cannas & Callas 
9.   Pitcher Plants, Saracenia & Darlingtonia 
10. Tritoma ‘Red Hot Poker’, Knifophia reflexa 
11. Marsh Milkweed, Ascelpias incarnate 
12. Forget-me-not, Myosotis scorpioides 
13. Pigsqueak, Bergenia cordifolia 
14. Papyrus Plant, Cyperus alternifolia 
15. Chameleon Plant, Houttuynia cordata 
16. Corkscrew Rush, Juncus effuses spiralis 
17. Joyweed, a Joseph’s Coat, Alternanthera versacolor 
18. Creeping Jenny, Lysimachia nummularia 
19. Marsh Cinquefoil, Potentilla palustris 
20. Arrowheads…Caladium, Calla, Syngonium 
21. Alocasia, Colocasia (Elephant Ears) 
22. Sagittaria, Arrowhead; Pickerel Weed, Pontaderia cordata; Lizard Tail, Saururus cernus 
23. Ostrich Fern 
24. Japanese Painted fern 
25. Bog Bean 
26. Tufted Sedge 
27. Blue Lyme Grass 
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PKPS 2018 MEETING SCHEDULES 
GENERAL MEETINGS 2018 

Date                      Location                                                                       Speaker 

Mar 10        Tremont Community Center         To be announced 

Apr 14        Luthy Botanical Garden                To be announced 

May 12       To be announced                            To be announced 

Jun   9          Vince and Brenda Smith               Evening meeting to showcase  

                                                                            Pondless water garden and lights 

Jul  14-15     Pond tour 

Aug 11         To be announced                            To be announced 

Sept 8           ICC Garden Days                          To be announced 

Oct   13        To be announced                            To be announced 

Nov  10         PKPS Banquet 

 

Board Meetings 2018 

March 24        Moreland 

April   28        Bong 

May  19          Cantrell 

June 23           Palmquist 

July 28            Carter 

August 25       Moreland 

September 22  Simmons 

October 27      Clarke 

November       Palmquist 

December       no meeting 
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Ray and Bonnie Routley’s Pond in 

the winter.  
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HAPPY  BIRTHDAY 

For the Month 

 March 

 Mary Depew, Dave Renaldo,  

Brenda Smith, Mark Palmquist 

Margy Simmons, Doug  Caho, 

 

 

    

        

    

   



   

 

JEAN CLARKE 

President/Editor 

6934 N. ST. Mary;s Rd. 

Peoria,  IL 61614 

309-370-0460 

E-mail: Clarke.jl@comcast.net 

  AKCA  

Koi Fish Health Advisors 

Jeannie Clarke                                 
309-691-6721 

 

Karen Hofstetter 

309-699-5155 

 

Stacey Schadewalt 

217-358-2665 

             Officers 

JEAN Clarke  President/
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309-370-0460 

 

Lisa Carter  Vice President 

309-694-9801 

 

Allen Kruger      

Web Master 

217-737-3646 

 

Letriana Cantrell  Treasurer  

309-645-7163 

 

Debra Palmquist  
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309-696-7114 

 

           Directors 

Greg Cantrell  

Product Mgr.of Ways and Means  

309-645-7161 

 

Rick Moreland  
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309-694-5057 

 

Todd Bong    
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Jim Simmons 

309-678-5363 
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Raffles/Door Prizes/Special 
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